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EPA's Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower states, communities, and other stakeholders
in economic redevelopment to work together in atimely manner to prevent, assess, and safely clean up brownfields to promote
their sustainable reuse. Brownfields are abandoned, idled, or under-used industrial and commercial facilities where expansion
orredevelopmentis complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination. EPAis funding: assessmentdemonstration
pilot programs (each funded up to $200,000 over two years, with additional funding provided for greenspace), to test
assessment models and facilitate coordinated assessment and cleanup efforts at the federal, state, tribal, and local levels;
and job training pilot programs (each funded up to $200,000 over two years), to provide training for residents of communities
affected by brownfields tofacilitate cleanup of brownfields sites and prepare trainees for future employment in the environmental
field; and, a cleanup revolving loan fund program (each funded up to $1,000,000 over five years) to provide financial assistance
for the environmental cleanup of brownfields. These pilot programs are intended to provide EPA, states, tribes, municipalities,
and communities with useful information and strategies as they continue to seek new methods to promote a unified approach
to site assessment, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment.

BACKGROUND
EPA has selected the City of Cedar Rapids to PILOT SNAPSHOT Date of Award: April 2001
receivesupplemental assistancefor itsBrownfields
Assessment Demonstration Pilot. Cedar Rapids Amount: $150,000
(population 108,751) is the largest community in , o
eastern lowa. There are several areas in the city, 332'.13512; ;'Logr}""i'r'];?&’lgi
including the targeted South-Side neighborhood, inthe South-Side ne g%borh ood
with disproportionately high numbers of elderly, forfollow-upassessmentsand
low-income, and minority residents. Unemployment one site for initial Phase | and
inthetargeted areais 13 percent, and 30 percent of Phase Il assessments.
the ared's population lives in poverty. Nearly 38 ,
percent of the area's residents are elderly, and 28 Cedar Rapids, lowa
percent of the residents are minority.

Contacts:

The original Pilot targeted three sites—a former
meat-processing facility, a building that housed a City of Cedar Rapids Regional Brownfields Team
steel fabricating business, and an abandoned iron Department of Development U.S. EPA - Region 7
foundry—for assessment to facilitate cleanup and (319)286-5041 (919)551-7786
redevelopment. Phasel and Phasell environmental
site assessments have been conducted on the | atter Visit the EPA Region 7 Brownfields web site at:

two of the properties, and demolition of structures http://www.epa.gov/region07/specinit/brown/brownfields.htm

on the propertiesisin progress. Funding from the Forfurther information, including specific Pilot contacts,

supplemental grantwill beusedtocarry out additional, additional Pilotinformation, brownfields news and events, and
post-demolition assessments on the two properties publications and links, visit the EPA Brownfields web site at:
and to conduct Phase | and Phase || assessments at http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/

the former meat-processing facility. This site has
been designated astwo parcels: afive-acre former




factory parking lot, and the Sinclair Business Park, a
30-acreparcel that hasbeen providing moderate-cost
commercia andwarehousespaceintheoldindustrial
buildings. Both parcelshavebeeninindustrial usefor
the past 130 years.

OBJECTIVES AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES

Thecity'sgoal istobuildontheoriginal Pilot'sefforts
and to continue to address the environmental issues
associ ated withthecleanup and redevel opment of the
South-Sideneighborhood. Theobjectiveistorevitaize
thelocal economy and improvethe quality of lifein
thisdisadvantaged neighborhood.

The Pilot plans to:

* Conduct follow-up, Phase Il site assessments
followingthedemoalition of structuresat theformer
lowa Iron Works and lowa Steel sites;

« Continuenegotiationswiththeownersof theformer
meat-processing facility to either purchase the
property or obtai naccessto performenvironmental
assessments;

* Conduct Phase | and Phase |1 site assessments at
the former meat-processing facility; and

* |dentify andinventory additional brownfieldsinthe
Pilot area.

The cooperative agreement for this Pilot has not yet been negotiated;
therefore, activities described in this fact sheet are subject to change.
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